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Development of Singapore as an International Port City, Focused 
on the Relationship with Tin Mining Cities in the Malay Peninsula
  
TOJO, Tetsuo (Researcher, TOYO BUNKO)
From the 19th century on, Singapore has been known as an important 
port city in Asia. However, scholars have paid little attention to its con-
tribution as an accumulation port in Southeast Asia in the 19th century.
This article focuses on the relation between Singapore and Perak, Malay 
Peninsula. Perak has been knwon as one of the richest regions for 
tin mining. Until the late 19th century, tin ore, mined in Perak, was 
transported to Penang, another port city in the Malay Peninsula. But 
the situation has changed. There are two important reasons, one is the 
establishment of the steamship and railway system in the area, and 
the other is the establishment of the modern system for fining tin. With 
these infrastructures, financial network between Singapore, other main 
port cities in Southeast Asia and Mainland China was established, and 
prominent Chinese tin miner expanded their business on this area. This 
article shows a basic idea on this theme. 
